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ing against him, and he was at once recognized as
the lawful king.

He inherited a kingdom full of great problems
and difficulties. Samaria was not yet taken, and
if it should succeed in effectual resistance, all Syria
would take new heart, and the whole fabric
which Tiglathpileser III had laboriously built up,
but had not had time fully to cement together,
would be in fragments. This was a not improb-
able outcome, for Egypt was eager to foment dis-
turbance in the southern part of the land, hoping
thereby to gain back some of the territory which
had been lost. Oil the north there was also a dis-
turbing center. Tiglathpileser had not been able
to finish the partition of Urartu, and that state
would be very willing to incite the northern Syro-
Phoenician states to rebel when rulers \vere changed
in Assyria, in the hope of building up again the
kingdom which Tiglathpileser had broken in
pieces. In Babylonia also the death of Shal-
maneser had given opportunity for a sudden out-
break of new efforts among the Chaldeans, It
was indeed a troublesome age on which Sargon
had lighted. A man of great energy and ability
would alone be able to meet the dangers and
solve them. Such a man was Sargon. Like Tig-
lathpileser III, he was a usurper. It is an elo-
quent witness to the resources of Assyria that two
such men were produced so close to each other,
and not of a royal house, with inherited strength
and ability.